
N E W S L E T T E R

In prayerful partnership,  MOLLY HILLIGOSS

S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

Hello friends,

First of all, I hope that you and your family are safe and healthy. The anxiety of 
COVID-19 and negative impact to our healthcare system and local businesses 
is truly significant. As a non-profit organization, we are still in business. Most 
of you know that our ReStore Thrift Shop helps to fund our mission. It covers 
payroll and overhead. Its net profit is enough to build about one house a year for 
a low income home buyer or the equivalent of 10 roofs for low income seniors. 
Over the past few weeks, we 
have seen our sales drop 
significantly as shoppers 
are staying home. We have 
also seen our homeowners 
struggling, getting hours cut 
or laid off. Below is a chart 
of our sales so that you can 
see this downward trend. 

As a result, Saturday, March 
21st, I was forced to lay off 4 
staff. We will be furloughing 
all full-time staff down to four days a week to save money. Someone asked me 
the other day, doesn’t Habitat International help you. The answer is yes, with 
information and guidance, but not financially. We rely on local donations and 
events, like our recent successful Chefs for Habitat. 

While our ReStore can stay open, as we sell building materials, paint, windows, 
doors, etc. to the trades, landlords, residential and commercial contractors, 
the trend line is disturbing. We will continue our construction program using 
funds from the Community Development Block Grant and funds from our 
HabiCorps Workforce Development program funded by the Governor’s Office 
of Crime Control and Prevention. Without these grants, even our construction 
program would come to a screeching halt. 

I know that everyone has been impacted by COVID-19, but if you have a little 
extra than most, please consider a donation to our agency. With your help, 
we can weather this storm together. You can continue to bring hope and 
homeownership to a hard working family right here in Wicomico County. 
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During the week of March 1st, women volunteers for 
Habitat for Humanity of Wicomico County came 
together and raised their hammers for International 

Women Build week. Women Build Week is a week-long multi 
continent effort to build homes for low income, hardworking 
families.

Habitat for Humanity International, Lowe’s and approximately 
6,000 women volunteers united in communities across the 
U.S., India and Canada for International Women Build Week to 
highlight the global need for safe and affordable housing.

“It is very important to us to not only make sure women feel empowered 
by using tools and building materials to help change the fabric of the 
community,” said Molly Hilligoss, director of Wicomico Habitat, “but 
also to highlight the challenges women in particular face in the housing 
market. We are grateful to Lowe’s for the support they have given.”

Habitat for Humanity of Wicomico County and Lowe’s 
Partner for International Women Build Week

Habitat for Humanity of Wicomico County was selected along with 
234 other locations to receive $5,000 grants from the International 
Women Build Week program from Lowe’s. This event marked the 
beginning construction stages for the home that will eventually be 
sold at a 0% interest mortgage to Dolores Jones, a hardworking 
single mother with a teen daughter.

In January, we shared the story of 
Miss Edna, a 74-year-old woman who 
nearly lost her home over a tax sale. 

When we met Miss Edna, she was living in a 
home she had regularly paid the mortgage 
on for over 26 years. Due to 
circumstances out of her 
control, the home needed 
crucial repairs, and was 
about to be sold in a tax 
sale. However, due to your 
collective outpouring of 
support, Miss Edna is safe 
at home.

With the funds you 
contributed to help Miss 
Edna, we refinanced her 
mortgage, providing her with a 0% interest 
rate, including insurance and taxes—so she 
never falls behind again. Miss Edna’s new 
mortgage payment totals less than her 

original loan payment, freeing her finances 
for other necessary items. In addition, 
your investment funded a new well for her 
home, filled her propane tank, covered 
insurance and all attorney fees, and paid 

her back taxes as well as 
taxes through 2020.

Your support made 
immense, long-term 
changes to this woman’s 
life. But, as you can see 
in these pages, there are 
always more people in 
our community who need 
urgent and immediate 
help. Your ongoing support 
will help us reach more 

deserving families and individuals and 
ensure they are able to enjoy what Miss 
Edna now enjoys--a safe, affordable place 
to call home.

“Thank you to 
everyone who 

helped me during 
this time. And 

thank you Habitat 
for Humanity.”

Ms. Edna Update
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Mr. Garner has given Habitat for Humanity of Wicomico 
County permission to share his story, because he believes 
the public needs to be aware of the positive work being 

done for marginalized populations. The following story discusses Mr. 
Garner’s experiences with the Christian shelter, men’s emergency 
shelter, St. James AME Zion, and Habitat for Humanity of Wicomico 
County, Inc. from his perspective. 

“My journey has seen a lot of ups, but a tremendous amount of downs. 
In my 62 years of life I have noticed that it is not how you enjoy the 
ups, but how you respond to the downs. My personal perseverance 
can be accredited to my upbringing, experiences, and support 
system. All of these things are instrumental in the man I have become. 

In 1976, I enlisted into the United States Marine Corps at the age of 
18. The USMC transformed me from a child to a mature adult in just 
13 weeks. The boot camp experience taught me life skills that have 
stuck with me to this day. After enlisting under an open contract, 
I began my military journey as an admin clerk. While this job was 
rewarding, I needed more so I spent the remainder of my service as 
a member of the infantry unit. 

After my release from the United States military, I began employment 
at a psychiatric center, and it opened my eyes to the daily experiences 
of those suffering from mental illnesses. I also worked as a home 
health aide in 1992 and earned my CNA certification in 2003. 

My journey then brought me to the state of Maryland. My mother 
was aging and needed familial support. I quickly moved near her 
to spend her remaining days together, and in 2018, she fell victim to 
natural causes. Her death was extremely difficult to cope with. My 
original plan was to move back to NY, but I decided to stay on the 
Eastern Shore. I moved in with a young lady, and the relationship 
eventually went south. Verbal arguments were beginning to become 
routine, and one night they got out of hand. After neighbors became 
involved, the police were dispatched to my residence. I was arrested 
on domestic violence charges, and this night is one that I will 
never forget. While there are two sides to each story, I have taken 
responsibility for my actions in this matter. I took a plea deal in this 
case and was incarcerated for 77 days. Following my release, I was 
granted 18 months unsupervised probation. 

This is the part of my journey that I have struggled with the most. I 
understand I have made mistakes and I faced the consequences, but 
it is fair to say that returning citizens face extraordinary barriers to 
reentry. Since I lost my housing due to the inability to pay rent during 

my incarceration, I became homeless. I did not know where to turn 
or who to contact, so I spent my first two weeks in a local hotel. After 
my expenditures grew and my income dwindled, I was in need of 
alternative sources of housing. I went to the Christian shelter and was 
granted a bed a few days later. During my stay, I met with St James 
AME Zion Church of Salisbury, MD Supportive Services for Veteran 
Families (SSVF). SSVF has spent countless hours and resources to 
assist in providing financial aid regarding affordable housing. SSVF 
also bought me clothing and boots for my new job. After hearing Mrs. 
Molly speak at the Christian shelter, I rode my bicycle to Habitat for 
Humanity to learn more about its programs. I first met Molly and 
Sheri in late December to discuss Habitat’s credit repair options. In 
early February, I transferred to the Men’s emergency shelter, which 
supplies shelter for individuals during the winter months. I met with 
Mr. Walter at this shelter, and he was able to provide emotional 
support. While I stayed in the emergency shelter, I met people in 
similar situations as myself, and was able to connect with them on a 
personal level. Without the Men’s emergency shelter, I would not be 
where I am today. 

While I was at the shelter, I continued to meet with Molly and Sheri 
at Habitat for Humanity of Wicomico County. They informed me that 
their organization was rolling out a new program for people in similar 
situations as myself. After my interview, I was hired as a participant in 
Habitat for Humanity of Wicomico County’s Workforce Development 
Program. During just my first five weeks in this program, I have found 
affordable housing, opened a bank account, received mediation 
training, financial literacy courses, and much more.

While I have faced several downs in my journey, I have experienced 
several ups in recent history. I look forward to finishing Habitat for 
Humanity’s program and finding a full-time job. While this is my goal, 
I honestly do not want to leave the Habitat for Humanity. I have built 
great relationships with my supervisor, coworkers, volunteers, and 
even customers. Either way, I am extremely grateful for all of the 
services and organizations that have assisted in my reentry efforts. 
Without them, I do not know where I would be today.”

Habitat for Humanity of Wicomico County, Inc. is grateful to Mr. 
Garner for sharing his story. We are also thankful to the Governor’s 
Office of Crime Control and Prevention for the grant so that we 
can assist people recently incarcerated to rebuild their lives with 
dignity of employment and the hope of permanent housing and 
homeownership. 

Here is Alphonso Garner’s story as told to Noah Halt, HabiCorps 
Workforce Development program manager at Habitat for Humanity of 
Wicomico County. 

*The Governor’s Office of Crime Control & Prevention funded this project under 
sub-award number PIGF-2020-0006. All points of view in this document are 
those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position of any 
State or Federal agency.
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On February 22, 2020, 
Twelve of the area’s 
best chefs came together to create 

meals for the tenth anniversary Chefs for 
Habitat Gourmet Gala. Honorary Chairs 
Bradley and Kim Gillis, and Patrick and 
Kristin Gilbert welcomed a crowd of 
over 300 guests to the Wicomico Youth 
and Civic Center for a black and white 
themed evening of food, music, fun, and 
fundraising.

Revealed during the event was the winner 
of the Mystery Ingredient Challenge taken 
up by Habitat ’s Celebrity Sous Chefs, a 
group of motivated community leaders 
who raised funds for Wicomico Habitat 
prior to the event. Shown during the gala 
was a video filled with boisterous brags by 
the Celebrity Sous Chefs as they tasted the 
dish prepared by Mad Hatter Chefs Daniel 
Mears and Jeremiah Burns, and struggled 
to guess the secret ingredient. In the 
end, Cat Curran, of GSB Media, made the 
closest guess to the secret ingredient and 
won the taste test challenge. For raising 
over $3,200 alone, Chalarra Sessoms, 
City of Salisbury Kindness Ambassador, 
won the fundraising component of the 
competition.

Throughout the evening, guests enjoyed 
music by the rock band Such Fools, bid on 
live and silent auction items, and posed 
for photos by Raye Valion Gillette. “It was 
a huge night for Habitat for Humanity of 
Wicomico County,” said development 
coordinator Christina Williams. “The 
support we received from our community 
through sponsors, donors, board and 
committee members, and especially the 
chefs, shone through in the success of the 
evening.”

$40,000 was raised for Habitat for 
Humanity of Wicomico County, all of 
which will be used to purchase building 
supplies for construction of safe and 
affordable homes.

Fundraising for the event continues, as 
dinner parties hosted by community 
leaders are still available for purchase. 
To view available parties (ranging from 
beer brewing to a garden brunch), visit  
one.bidpal.net/chefsforhabitat to sign up.
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Sam’s story began in February 
2015 when his father died of an 
unexpected heart attack on his way 

home from work. After having lived over 37 
years in Maryland, his father ’s wish was to 
be buried in the family’s ancestral resting 
place in Yemen. Sam undertook the duty 
to take his father home. His return plans 
to America were altered, however, when 
anti-American rebel troops took over their 
town. Sam and his family were forced into 
hiding. While taking daring excursions to 
find food and water for his family, Sam 
dodged sniper fire from soldiers with AK 
47s perched on rooftops.

Being Americans made his family targets 
for militants to hold as hostages or 
use in terror videos against the United 
States. Word finally reached Sam that a 
transport bus could take his family away 
from the fighting. The bus that arrived had 
too few seats. In an act of self sacrifice, 
Sam’s aunts and uncles insisted that the 
Americans go first and gave their young 
children to him in hopes that another 
transport would arrive, and they would 
soon be reunited. Shortly after, a building 
collapse killed Sam’s aunts and uncles, 
leaving the children orphaned. 24 year 

old Sam immediately filed the necessary 
documentation to adopt all 5 children. 
Hunted, not for who he was, but what he 
represented as an American, Sam faced 
attempted kidnappings and extortion 
as he registered his family with the 
International Organization for Migration 
for evacuation. A local community group 
called, “Committee of Good Samaritans” 
formed in Salisbury to help advocate 
for their rescue. He climbed mountains 
in the dead of night to get cell signal to 
coordinate with partners in the US until 
he was able to bring his mother and the 
children safely home to a small three 
bedroom apartment in Salisbury.

Having heard Sam’s story, Mayor Day 
of Salisbury delivered a Proclamation 
in honor of the tremendous sacrifices 
made to protect our citizens abroad. We 
at Habitat for Humanity, were touched by 
their story and have agreed to provide 
financing for a new home that will be big 
enough for their new family, but we need 
your help to do it. 

Current Needs

Please join us in honoring their courage and heroism by making your 
donation to Habitat for Humanity, and the “Sam Project .”

Being a single parent is hard, but 
when you also have high function-
ing Asperger’s and a heart for taking 

care of others, your plate is extra full.
With two biological children--one of whom 
has high functioning Autism, an adopted 
child who was born addicted to heroin and 
caring for a fourth child with low-function-
ing non-verbal Autism, Rebecca is a strug-
gling single parent living day to day, doing 
the best she can with what she has. 
Rebecca came to us seeking help in replac-
ing her roof. After several visits, Habitat for 
Humanity of Wicomico County staff deter-
mined the need for other crucial repairs 
and improvements throughout her home. 
Each of these issues are imperative to ad-
dress, as they pose a health and/or hazard 
risk to Rebecca and her children. Because 
of the condition of the house, the family 
has been forced to temporarily relocate. 
Leaving behind the familiarity of home is a 

difficult experience for any child, but for a 
children with disabilities it can be especial-
ly traumatic.
Having met Rebecca and her family, Habitat 
for Humanity of Wicomico County staff were 
immediately struck by her dedication to her 
children. The children’s interests range from 
dancing to dinosaurs, and Rebecca encour-
ages them all. She dedicates the whole of 
her life to helping them build the best future 
possible for themselves. Rebecca is attend-
ing Wor-Wic Community college, studying 
to fulfill her dream of working with children 
with Autism. Her driving desire is to sup-
port her family, and to touch as many lives 
as possible. Helping others is in Rebecca’s 
blood. Currently, the cost of her house’s re-
pairs are an insurmountable obstacle for 
Rebecca. But, with support for the woman 
who helps so many, her dreams for her fam-
ily’s future and their home can be made real 
and whole again.
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We started with painting our accent wall in cheery Habitat blue, and replacing 
the old insulation with white reinforced insulation. This update made a huge 
difference in both temperature control and brightness in the ReStore.

With the walls taken care of, we turned our attention to the ReStore checkout 
counter. A custom wood cash wrap, built by Habitat Construction Manager Troy 

Fooks, replaced the old display 
cases by the front door. With a high gloss polyurethane coating and a gorgeous, 
mixed wood paneled front , it is a perfect welcome to our patrons and donors. 

Out back , Troy has been working on a window display rack . Not only is this rack 
a great addition for organization, it will allow our customers to more easily see 
and interact with our window stock on a daily basis.

In addition to the remodeling, the ReStore is now offering brand new, high 
quality furniture for sale, alongside the terrific gently used donations we have 
always offered. Financing for this furniture is available. Check with our ReStore 
staff for details.

We are always planning new additions and improvements, so come out to visit 
often. There is always something new for you at the ReStore.

We Build More than Houses  – With your help we Build

everyone 
deserves a decent and 
affordable place to call home.

Wicomico Habitat HISTORY & FACTS
 • Established June 1987
 • 68 homes built/rehabbed
 • Changed the lives of 326 local individuals
 • 69th home now under construction
 • $6.7 million invested into our community
 • 6950 hours of volunteerism in FY19
Church Street Neighborhood IMPACT
 • 48% decrease in crime over last 10 years
What Homeownership can MEAN
 • Increase in graduation rates
 • Stability for families and children
 • Decrease in children’s behavioral problems
 • Increases the net wealth of families.

We have 7 board approved applicants
waiting to purchase their affordable home. 

Keep your donation dollars Local!
please send donations to

Habitat  for  Humanit y  of  Wicomico County
908 W.  Isabel la St .   •   Sal isbur y,  MD 21801

The

gets a 

Facelif tFacelif tHave you been to our ReStore lately? 
  If not , you have missed out on some big changes.

donate on-line: www.wicomicohabitat.org/donate



Your support  builds  
more than homes. 

At Habitat for Humanity of Wicomico 
County, we not only offer safe, 

affordable homes, we offer hope. 
By supporting our mission, you will 
be facilitating homeownership and 

                 helping families break the cycle of 
                          poverty, which goes a long way                  

                       to building a better future for 
        multiple generations. 

                                            Thank you.

Roof & Repair &
Aging In Place Programs

Habitat for Humanity of Wicomico County 
offers several options for very-low and low 
income homeowners who are unable to obtain 
affordable credit from a traditional lender to 
repair, improve, or modernize their homes or to 
remove health and safety hazards.

Do you quality?

1. Are you the home owner and have occupied 
the home for a minimum of 5 years?

2. Are you unable to obtain affordable credit 
elsewhere?

3. Do you have homeowners insurance? Flood 
insurance, where applicable?

4.  Are your taxes paid?

5. For grants, are you age 62 or older and 
unable to repay a repair loan?

6.  Do you have a repair estimate from a 
licensed and insured contractor?

7. Are you able to provide verification of 
household income and other documents 
including, but not limited to; picture ID, 
bank statements, mortgage statement, tax 
returns, proof of homeowners insurance, 
pay stubs, SSDI and/or SSI award letter or 
monthly statement?

Loans may be used to repair, improve, or 
modernize homes or to remove health and 
safety hazards. Grants must be used to remove 
health and safety hazards.

Types Installation and Repair projects:

Well  •  Septic System  •  Bathroom installation
Roof repair or replacement

Structural Support  •  Storm Door/Windows
Deteriorated Siding  •  Ramps

Removal of Health Hazards
Other Critical Repairs

Call 410-546-1551 ext. 103 to speak with our 
Roof and Repair program coordinator.
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